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Diver Festival invites its audience to take part in

a spectacle. The spectacle, a traditional product

of theater as such, is today sometimes negatively
associated with capitalism and its constant
commodification and impoverishment of experience.
Affect gets the blame.

But Diver Festival is nonetheless attracted to the
spectacle; it desires it. We shall dive into its alluring
yet dangerous depths, seeking the treasure of the
Ex-Spectacle.

The (Ex) designates a 'thought from the outside’,
as it consists in a gaze turned upon itself. It is the
yearning, which is also a leap of faith, that dance is an
ex-spectacle we should look at.

The ex-spectacle seriously takes into account the
desire to do grand things, to create sparkly effects, to
touch and demand attention; it does not cave in to
the sobering imperative of the 'political’, which abates
the voice of art. At the same time the ex-spectacle
does not relinquish critical and penetrating thought.
The ex-spectacle does not pretend to break through
the dead-end that blocks the current axis between art
and politics. For the ex-spectacle knows that for better
or worse it is on art's side, and that only from there —
and only by acknowledging this place — politics may
be reflected through it.

The artists of Diver 2015 articulate this desire
for the spectacular in various expressive forms. The
notorious German choreographer, Raimund Hoghe,
inspires us with a minimal and romantic gesture of
an unconventional body. David Wampach presents
the initial instinct of the body to breath. Lee Meir and
Meital Raz invite us to see the totality and playfulness
of self-constitution. May Zarhy brings together voice
and sound and places them in the museum.

Diver Festival joyfully invites the audience to come
and gaze passionately at these —and many others —
ex-spectacles.
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